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European Patent Application
Understandably, we receive a lot of questions about how long it takes to get a patent in Europe and
when certain formalities are due. Below we discuss the process and outline a general timeline for a
European patent application. If the timeline seems a bit long, there are some mechanisms which can be
used to speed up prosecution – please don’t hesitate to contact us for further information.
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After filing, the main stages of patent
prosecution are search, publication, substantive
examination, and grant. The time it takes for a
patent application to grant is mostly dependant
on how long it takes for the European Patent

the world to know about your invention, let
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In brief, search of a European application
needs to be requested on filing your application
and is where a patent examiner searches for
worldwide public disclosures to determine
whether your invention is new and inventive.
The search results are communicated to
you in a search report. The search report is
usually provided to you before your application
publishes and can be useful to decide if you
want to continue with an application.
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bulk of patent prosecution and is where the
patent examiner decides if your application
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Once granted, a European patent must be
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If you want to know more, please don’t hesitate to contact us.
We will be happy to advise you.
www.pure-ideas.co.uk | mail@pure-ideas.co.uk | +44 (0)19 9256 1756
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Disclamer: This document is for general information only. Its content is not a statement of the law on any subject and does not
constitute advice. Please contact Pure Ideas for advice before taking any action in reliance on it.

